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BOLSTERS MILLS & CALVARY: 
MAINE HARBOR CHURCH 
COOPERATIVE PARISH  
August 2020 

BELOVED CHURCH FAMILY, 

I hope that you have been enjoying a beautiful 
summer in Maine despite the living in the midst of 
this pandemic. As always you are in my prayers, and I 
give thanks to God for the ways that you continue to 
live out your faith each and every day.  

Both Calvary UMC and Bolsters Mills UMC have been 
discussing safety protocols and reopening plans 
throughout this time. While we may disagree, based 
on the current information from the CDC, as of now it 
is still not safe for either congregation to open for in-
person, indoor worship until sometime next year. 
Both congregations will be working with a 
“Reopening Team” who will continue to think 
creatively and with the interest of our most vulnerable 
community members in mind. Should circumstances 
improve, we will discuss the possibility of reopening 
sooner. Currently, the Leadership Board at Calvary 

has approved the Scout Troop to use our building (as long as they adhere to certain 
guidelines), and for City Mission to reopen on Sunday mornings for a take-out only meal. 
Please know that this will be highly regulated and only volunteers under the age of 65 
will be allowed to participate with the exception of our cook who will be the only person 
allowed in the kitchen while she is present. We are very excited to begin serving our 
community again, and if you would like to help please contact us for more information. 
The Table at Bolsters Mills has also been approved to open in limited capacity for NA/AA 
groups and for occasional to-go meals. I know it is disappointing that church continues to 
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Join us for a special 
worship service in the 
Auburn UMC parking lot! 
Details on page 4. 
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look very different, especially for our faithful members who are over 65 and/or who have 
health conditions that make them high-risk for COVID-19 (myself included as I have 
asthma). However, the most important thing is EVERYONE’S safety and health. 

 In the meantime, we continue to be the Church, even without a building. Our 
Worship Team has planned some amazing worship series for the rest of the year including 
August’s series, “Behind the Curtain: Exploring Our Faith in Musicals,” where we will 
explore what our favorite musicals have to teach us about God and how we live. We hope 
that you will join us virtually, via telephone, or by using the Worship at Home Kits. Below 
you will also find other ways to connect with your church family through fellowship, 
giving, and some special events! Please note that Pastor Annie will be on vacation August 
3rd-10th. During this time Rev. Angela Rotherham from Wayne Community Church will 
be on call and providing worship (information about how to connect below). Don’t forget 
to continue checking in on one another during this time, and I hope you enjoy the 
beautiful summer weather. 

          In Christ’s Love, 

          Pastor Annie 

 

 

P.S. If you’re ever looking for a Zoom link, anti-racism or LGBTQIA+ resources, or 
worship information/resources you can go to our website worshipwith.love and find 
everything there! 

WAYS TO CONNECT WITH US 

Worship: You can worship with us online via Facebook Live each Sunday at 9:30 am. You 
do not need a Facebook account to watch; simply follow the links below. For those of you 
who are not online, you can now CALL INTO WORSHIP ON YOUR LANDLINE/CELL 
PHONE! Simply call this number (1-929-205-6099) and enter the Meeting ID (815 4571 
9900) and the Password (980033). We also offer you this Worship at Home Kit and hope 
you will share it with those you live with each week. Call a friend and share in worship 
together! Pastors Annie and John will be on vacation August 9th and also want to give 
our tech/music crew a break. We will be worshipping with Wayne Community Church on 

http://www.worshipwith.love/
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Facebook Live that week (link below). Unfortunately there will be no call-in number 
available on August 9th. 

Links to worship online with a computer, smartphone, or tablet: 

• 8/2:  https://www.facebook.com/BMUMC15/live 
• 8/9:  https://www.facebook.com/waynemeumc/live 
• 8/16: https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryUMCLewiston/live   
• 8/23: https://www.facebook.com/ThorntonHeightsUMC/live   
• 8/30: https://www.facebook.com/BMUMC15/live  

FELLOWSHIP 

Each week we offer an opportunity to connect with your church family via Zoom for 
about an hour. Folks have found this time very uplifting and helpful while we are apart. 
You can use a computer, cell phone, or even your landline to join us! We are now 
combining our fellowship times into one Harbor Church fellowship. (“Harbor Church” is 
the name of our cooperative parish relationship between Bolsters Mills and Calvary.) No 
Harbor Church Fellowship on August 5th while Pastor Annie is on vacation. 

Harbor Church Fellowship- Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  
• Computer: https://bit.ly/harborchurchzoom 
• Phone: 1-929-205-6099 
• Meeting ID: 929 363 026 
• Password: 929353026 

 

GIVING 

We want to thank everyone so much for continuing to give and practice good stewardship 
during this time. Although our church building is closed, our ministry still continues. If 
you have internet access, you can send in your pledge or weekly offering using the secure 
PayPal link on our websites:  bolstersmillsumc.org/give/ or calvarylewiston.org/give/.  

 

 

You can also you can mail in your pledge or offering to the church and we will deposit it. 

https://bit.ly/harborchurchzoom
https://calvarylewiston.org/give/
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Bolsters Mills UMC 
P.O. Box 859 

Harrison, ME 04040 
 

Calvary UMC 
59 Sabattus St. 

Lewiston, ME 04240 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Calvary and Bolsters Mills will come together for a Drive-in Worship Service on Sunday, 
August 30th at 4pm at the UMC of Auburn. Simply park your car (every other space) in 
the parking lot of UMC of Auburn, turn on your car radio to 88.3 FM, and listen to 
prayers, music, and preaching! We are requiring everyone to STAY IN THEIR CAR and 
there will be no bathroom available. This is a great chance for us to be together safely 
while worshipping God. The address for United Methodist Church of Auburn is 439 Park 
Avenue in Auburn, ME. 

Our second special event is the August Summer Church Book Club which will meet via 
Zoom on Tuesday, September 1st at 7pm. We will be reading the book Outside the Lines: 
How Embracing Queerness Will Transform Your Faith by Mihee Kim-Kort, a wife, mom, 
and Presbyterian (PCUSA) queer minister. “With a captivating mix of personal story and 
biblical analysis, Outside the Lines shows us how each of our bodies fits into the body of 
Christ. Outside the lines and without exceptions.” Spend the month of August reading 
and then join us for a great discussion on September 1st. We encourage you to find the 
book by checking with your local library or bookstore. You can also purchase it on 
amazon. 

August Summer Church Book Club- Tuesday 9/1 at 7pm 

• Computer: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85387874979?pwd=RkYwbW9rV2h6cVk4UzhxSUZ
VMkI4Zz09 

• Phone:  +1 929 205 6099 
• Meeting ID: 853 8787 4979 
• Password: 264391 

We would love folks to use their computer and webcam if they have them so that we can 
see everyone, but ANYONE can participate by calling in on a telephone.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85387874979?pwd=RkYwbW9rV2h6cVk4UzhxSUZVMkI4Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85387874979?pwd=RkYwbW9rV2h6cVk4UzhxSUZVMkI4Zz09
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•August 2, 2020• 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

(Written by Rev. Nancy J.) 

 Listen–all creation rejoices, can you hear it? There is so much noise and chatter, are you 
sure there is music? Listen–the wilderness and desert are breaking out in song, can you 
hear it? It’s been so long since we’ve heard a melody of praise. Listen–the crocus blooms 
with joyful singing, the very mountains join in the refrain. Can you hear it? We join our 
voices in hope, worshipping our God who brings forth a new song in the world. 

   

SCRIPTURE READING 
James 1:19-27 (NRSV) 

 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness 
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are 
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 
for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not 
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 
their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by 
the world. 

 

MEDITATION 
(From Looking in the Mirror by Rev. Martha Sterne) 

“I was surprised to read about looking in the mirror in the Bible. I didn't even know that 
they had mirrors back then--although Paul talks about looking through a glass darkly. But 
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it seems they did have mirrors--mostly polished metal and people looked in the mirror 
back then just like we do now and saw what they saw just like when we look in the mirror 
we see what we see. When is the last time you looked in the mirror? Do you remember 
who you saw? 

You know, the church could do worse than be an "inner beauty" shop--a place where love 
is shared and truth is told and the beauty of becoming is the work of the community. For 
plain old mirrors are incredibly unreliable witnesses and companions--we can get stuck 
all by ourselves like Narcissus. Or like the person in James, we can look in the mirror by 
ourselves and then rush away and forget not just what we look like but who we are. For 
when we look into the mirror by ourselves, we don't see us. Not the real me or the real 
you--who are so much deeper and more interesting and real and eternal than what we can 
see by ourselves in even the clearest light with the finest silvered glass. To know and to 
love the real me and the real you--we need each other--to look into the Christ mirror of 
human being and say when I see you, I see power. I see compassion, creativity, bravery, 
humor, loyalty, endurance, forgiveness, wisdom, abundance. I see potential. When I look 
with you in the mirror of Christ, I see the beauty of our belovedness beyond the telling.  

When is the last time you looked in a mirror? Do you remember who you saw? Do you 
need someone to look with you? I do. Amen.” 

 

TIME OF PRAYER 
Prayer of Confession  

When the busyness of our lives erodes the intentions of our hearts: Merciful God, forgive 
us. When our personal agendas take precedence over reaching out to others: Merciful 
God, forgive us. When we keep putting off being more active “doers of the word”: 
Merciful God, forgive us. When we resist change, knowing that our acting and thinking 
are limited by our prejudice and ignorance: Merciful God, forgive us. When we only half-
listen to those who cry out to be fully heard: Merciful God, forgive us. Gracious and 
merciful God, forgive us for past faults and help us in the present and future to make 
ourselves more available to the hurting world that surrounds us—the world that begins 
on our doorsteps.  Equip us to be patient and compassionate listeners, proclaiming the 
gospel not in overbearing ways but sensitively and lovingly.  Strengthen us with the Holy 
Spirit to be fruitful and active witnesses to Jesus in all we do and say. (Written by Moira 
Laidlaw) 
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Words of Assurance  
As we become doers of the word and not merely hearers, we discover that it is “in 
pardoning that we are pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive”—surely evidence 
of  “the implanted word that has the power to save our souls” – Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. Thanks be to God!  (Written by Moira Laidlaw) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Parent, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING 
(Written by Nathan Nettleton) 

Go out, and be doers of the Word. Cleanse your hearts of all pollution, be quick to 
listen and learn, welcome the Word that God implants in you, and bring it to birth 
in acts of righteousness and compassion. And may God pour grace upon you and 
bless you forever; May Christ Jesus reveal to you the truth of God’s ways; and may 
the Holy Spirit fill your life with passion and love. We go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord,  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
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•August 9, 2020• 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

(From re:Worship Blogspot) 

We’ve come to worship God, who loved us before we were yet born, who knows us even 
better than we know ourselves, whose presence never leaves us, and whose love for us 
never ceases. This is our God. Let’s worship together!  

      

SCRIPTURE READING 
Psalm 139 (NRSV) 

 To the leader. Of David. A Psalm. O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You 
know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. You 
search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before 
a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high 
that I cannot attain it. 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the 
morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and 
the light around me become night’, even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as 
bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I 
know very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In 
your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet 
existed. How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! I try 
to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with you. 
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O that you would kill the wicked, O God, and that the bloodthirsty would depart from 
me—those who speak of you maliciously, and lift themselves up against you for evil! Do I 
not hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies. Search me, O God, and know 
my heart;  test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting. 

 

MEDITATION 
(From Hemmed In by Rev. Jeremy Troxler) 

“How wonderful -- how fearful -- it is to be known by God. The psalmist says, ‘O LORD, 
you have searched me and known me.’ ‘You have searched me’ -- the word can have the 
sense of digging into, of drilling down. ‘Lord, you have excavated me.’ One person 
translates it, ‘Lord, you dig me.’ ‘You dig me, Lord.’ 

God digs you. When no one else notices you -- when no one else has the time to bother -- 
God searches you. You are endlessly, fascinatingly interesting to God. God doesn’t get 
tired of you. God searches you. 

God knows you. This is the God whose eye is on the sparrow. This is the God who keeps 
your tears in a bottle. This is the God who took out the divine knitting needles and 
crocheted you together, stitch by stitch, in your mother’s womb. This is the God who 
tallies the number of every hair on your head -- admittedly easier for some of us than 
others, but still … 

This is the God for whom there are no anonymous sheep, to whom nobody is a write-off, 
for whom no one is lost in the crowd. The personal God who loves the number one: one 
lost sheep, one missing coin, one sinner lost and found. 

I visited a cemetery in the Channel Islands dedicated to the unknown dead of World War 
II, where the remains of soldiers have been interred. No one knows exactly who is buried 
there. No one knows what birth date or death date to inscribe on the headstones. No one 
knows the names. But One knows: the One who holds and beholds the unnoticed 
sacrifices and sufferings of our world. Across each gravestone are inscribed the words 
‘Known by God.’ ‘Known by God.’ How wonderful it is to be known by God.” 
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TIME OF PRAYER 
Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, we confess that we do not always love our neighbor. We confess that we have 
despised others, even to the point of hatred. We confess that we have been hurt by others. 
We confess that forgiveness and reconciliation at times are just impossible for us. We 
know that nothing is impossible in You. We come to You, seeking healing and wholeness 
for us. Help us, whenever possible, to live in peace with others, to seek reconciliation and 
healing and forgiveness. For Your Son came and lived among us, was betrayed and 
denied, abused and put to death. He rose again, and came with the message of peace to 
those who had denied him and abandoned him. May we walk in his ways. Amen. (Written 
by Rev. Mindi) 
 

Words of Assurance  
For nothing is impossible with God. There is no place you can go, no end of the earth you 
can run, where God cannot find you. There is nothing on earth or beyond death that can 
separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. You are forgiven. You are 
loved. You are reconciled to God. Go and live with the love of God. Amen.    
(Written by Rev. Mindi) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Parent, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING 
As we leave this space, we know: God will be with us wherever we go. At work or 
play, at home or on vacation, we know: God will be with us wherever we go. 
Whether we’re happy or sad, on our own, or with our friends, we know: God will 
be with us wherever we go. So let’s go with joy, because God goes with us! 
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•August 16, 2020• 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

(Written by John Bucki) 

Lord, Jesus Christ who reached across the ethnic boundaries between Samaritan, Roman 
and Jew who offered fresh sight to the blind and freedom to captives, help us to break 
down the barriers in our community, enable us to see the reality of racism and bigotry, 
and free us to challenge and uproot it from ourselves, our society and our world.  

  

SCRIPTURE READING 
Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 9:20-22 (NRSV) 

 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they 
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, ‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? 
It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall 
be fulfilled.’ Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have won your favour, O king, and if it 
pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my 
people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to 
be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I 
would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.’ 
Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, ‘Who is he, and where is he, who has 
presumed to do this?’ Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!’ Then Haman 
was terrified before the king and the queen. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in 
attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for 
Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.’ And 
the king said, ‘Hang him on that.’ So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by 
year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month 
that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a 
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holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts 
of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

 

MEDITATION 
(From Bible Sisters by Rev. Dr. Gennifer Brooks) 

 “What courage it took for Queen Esther to put everything she had in jeopardy to 
save her people. But then were her actions not necessary also to save herself? According 
to the edict all Jews were to be killed, so queen or not, Esther would have forfeited her 
life as well. 

 Sometimes we shy away from risks because we fear what they will cost us in the 
short term. But in doing so we sometimes also miss the implications of our decision for 
the long term. ‘You do good, you do good for yourself. You do bad, you do bad for 
yourself.’ This is the moral of a story told about a rich man’s treatment of a beggar. Not 
thinking that the beggar would share the poisoned food with another beggar worse off 
than he was, he poisoned his own son. 

 The good that Queen Esther did saved her people from the threat of extinction and 
gave them a new life. It also earned her great rewards from the king, a boon she had not 
anticipated. When we do good for others God rewards us and we are enriched and 
strengthened spiritually to live for God in the world.”  

 

TIME OF PRAYER 
 

Prayer of Confession  
God of Heaven and Earth, you created the one human family and endowed each person 
with great dignity. Aid us, we pray, in overcoming the sin of racism. Grant us your grace 
in eliminating this blight from our hearts, our communities, our social and civil 
institutions. Fill our hearts with love for you and our neighbor so that we may work with 
you in healing our land from racial injustice. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
(From the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) 
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Words of Assurance  
The promise of God is sure, if we just speak out, against racism, name our sin, where we 
have fallen short of God’s will for our life, that God will welcome us in with arms open 
wide. May we work tirelessly as God’s hands and feet in this world! Amen.   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Parent, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING 
(From the Wondering Church) 

As we leave this space now, let us go, daring to do great things for God! Let us dare 
to take the risks to love, to live, to forgive, and to welcome each other in God’s love. 
And may the power and gentleness of Christ go with us all. Amen.  
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•August 23, 2020• 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

(Written by Rev. Thomas Weitz) 

For everything there is a season: And a time for every matter under heaven: A time to be 
born and a time to die. A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. A time to 
break down, and a time to build up. A time to weep and a time to laugh. A time to keep 
and a time to throw away. A time to be silent and a time to speak. A time to love and a 
time to hate. A time for war and a time for peace. God has made everything suitable for 
its time. God has put a sense of past and future into our minds. God has done this, so that 
all should stand in awe before them. Whatever God does endures forever. — Rev. Thomas 
Weitz      

SCRIPTURE READING 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (NRSV) 

 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be 
born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to 
kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and 
a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, 
and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to 
hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 

MEDITATION 
(From Should There Be a Clock in the Sanctuary by Rev. Dr. Joanna Adams) 

“I recall hearing years ago about a preacher who was admiringly regarded for always 
finishing his services right at noon. Then one Sunday, the impossible happened. He 
preached until 12:30. On the way out, one of his elders angrily inquired, ‘What happened 
to you?’ 
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The preacher answered, ‘For years I have always put a candy mint in my mouth as the 
service started, and I would tuck it away. It was always gone at exactly noon. That way, I 
never had to look at the clock or worry about what time it was. But this Sunday it didn't 
go away, and I finally realized I had put a button in my mouth.’ 

Preachers are not the only ones who have to keep track of time. We all do. There are 
deadlines to meet, buses to catch, papers to be turned in. Calendars and clocks have 
become our masters in modern society. In his book Time Wars, Jeremy Rifkin writes that 
the idea of our lives and the events in them being controlled by blocks of allocated time 
is, in terms of centuries at least, a relatively new idea. The idea comes from the 
Benedictine monks, ‘whose passion for organizing and filling every minute of the day, 
grew out of St. Benedict's conviction that “idleness is the enemy of the soul.”’ Not until 
the 15th century did clocks begin to rival churches in the town squares of Europe. Not 
until the 17th century did those clocks have minute hands. Surely much has been gained 
in terms of production and organization, but when life became divided and subdivided 
into seconds, minutes, and hours, many things were lost. We experience those losses 
everyday. Our distance from the natural rhythms of life keeps increasing. Hardly 
anything is really seasonal. You can get tomatoes, summer's most luscious offering, 
anytime of the year now, though where I live, the ones you buy in January are likely to 
have been shipped 1,000 miles and will taste like cardboard. We also live at an increasing 
distance from the ancient but timeless understanding that each day, each moment, is an 
unearned gift from a gracious God, rather than a commodity to be traded or spent for 
something else... I think it is time to rethink time.”  

 

TIME OF PRAYER 
Prayer of Confession  

God of all new things, God of Spring, and fragrant flowers, and unexpected snow. God of 
hope and new life, Bless us, we pray, this day. God of all things passing away, God of old 
and yesterday, the One who is with us in our despair and fear. God who sighs and weeps, 
with us, God who wipes away our tears. Hear us when we pray. Incline your ear to our 
words, silent, shouting, cries, mournful, whispers, stunned, wordless. Living God, father, 
son, spirit, mother, daughter Family, friend, one, all With, through, and by Your love 
becomes Reconciled. (Written by  Terri C. Pilarski) 
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Words of Assurance  
Once we were slaves to sin, living lives that led only to death.  But thanks be to God!  In 
his mercy, he has set us free from the power of sin and death, and has offered us eternal 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord!  Now we are free to choose life, and to use our lives to 
bring honour and glory to God! Thanks be to God! Amen.   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Parent, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING 
(From Catholic Rural Life) 

O Divine Artist, we give you praise for the wonders of this summer that now draws 
to a close. We are thankful for such wonders as the sunshine, the rain, the song of 
birds, the garden produce, the family gatherings, for the cuttings of hay and the 
sweet smell of flowers. Now a new season is coming, one that causes us to move 
indoors for school and that changes to green to red, brown and harvest gold. But 
change is difficult for your people. It makes us feel awkward and anxious.  Help us 
to learn from all of nature how life must change.  Bless this change that is occurring 
in the land around us. Bless the passages and the transitions that happen in our 
lives. And when these changes in life cause us pain and anguish, guide us to healing 
and deeper understanding. May we let go with courage and allow you to lead us 
another step closer to your Promised Land. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   
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•August 30, 2020• 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

(Written by Rev. Thomas Weitz) 

L: Break open our hearts this morning to hear your word, O God. 

P: Let our fears be vanquished, our spirits restored! 

L: Come and let us worship with great joy! 

P: Let us drop the things of the past which weighed us down! 

L: God is about to do something new in our lives! 

P: Let God’s will become strong in our lives. AMEN.      

SCRIPTURE READING 
Philippians 3:12-16 (NRSV) 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are mature be of the same 
mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let 
us hold fast to what we have attained. 

MEDITATION 
(From What’s the Point? by The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright) 

“I like how Paul doesn't try to placate his listeners. ‘Surpassing knowledge,’ he says. God 
is not relative. Pay attention; this God is real. The most real. This is what the church is 
called to in this present age, a gentle boldness. Bold in God because God has been bold in 
love toward us. We hold a gentle confidence while the inferior confidences of the world 
crack and crumble. 

While our tendency as a church is to speak more of institutional life and issues and such, 
we could take a lesson from Paul in our times. When church is dominantly about those 
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things, then church loses its edge and forgets the beauty of its uniqueness. Young people 
and guests are the first to recognize this has happened to us. 

But churches do thrive when they exist as a treasure trove of God's revelations in the 
world for the world. Church is a gathering place for those of us who can't contain the 
good news of God by ourselves. Church is that place of confirmation for the world weary, 
who hope in God. Church is where we are being made seasoned spiritual guides as we 
ourselves journey on to spiritual maturity. That's where the power is. God confidence. No 
God confidence, no power. No power, no transformation. No transformation, then, 
what's the point?”  

 

TIME OF PRAYER 
Prayer of Confession  

If we were to name all the gods we have before you, Rock of Redemption, we would be 
here a very long time. We elevate politicians into saviors, though they are as broken as we 
are. We misuse your name so much during the day, we have trouble speaking to you in 
prayer at night. We are so busy, we do not notice how creation witnesses to your 
goodness and grace. Forgive us, God our Hope. Help us to let go of what we value most, 
so we may open our emptiness, our hearts, our lives to the healing and loving presence of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. (Written by  Thom Shuman) 
 

Words of Assurance  
Persistently, patiently, lovingly, God pours out grace and joy into our lives, healing our 
brokenness, forgiving our sin. Loved, we are sent to love; Forgiven, we are freed to 
forgive; Graced, we can offer our gifts to everyone we meet. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
(Written by  Thom Shuman) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Parent, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory for ever. Amen. 
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CLOSING BLESSING 
(Written by Nathan Nettleton) 

Go now in the righteousness of faith and live by God’s just demands. Let nothing 
claim your devotion above the Lord, and count nothing of value above knowing 
Christ. Press on towards the ultimate prize, of being one with him. And may God’s 
perfect word revive your soul; May Christ Jesus be your saviour and your rock; 
And may the Holy Spirit strengthen you to press ever onward. We go in peace to 
love and serve the Lord, In the name of Christ. Amen.   
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